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“Fundraising is an invitation into our 
mission.”

- Jack Ryan, Past President, King’s College (PA)

“Storytelling is your most powerful 
invite.”

- Me     
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In Advancement, we don’t have to tell the WHOLE story…

We can leverage the brand story to

CONNECT…

INSPIRE…

ACTIVATE...

Our alumni and donors.
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If we want people to support 
what we do

They support why 
you do it.

And who 
you do it for.
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What is your 
WHY?
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WHY-DRIVEN STORYTELLING IN ADVANCEMENT:

What do you stand for as a Law School? At this College or 
University?

What do you seek? What’s your “something bigger?”

Why does it matter to your alumni and donors? 

How can they be a part of it?









GETTING TO WHY-DRIVEN STORYTELLING:

What do you stand for?

What do you seek?

Why does it matter to alumni, donors? 

How can they be a part of it?
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W



WHO are your alumni 
and donors?



In Advancement, we need to know what’s in it for THEM

What topics they care about

What they want to support

How they want to help
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WHAT YOU DO







Effective storytelling helps you
earn the right to make an ask.







What about DIGITAL storytelling?



Story

LinkedIn

Website

X

FacebookYouTube

Event

Magazine 
/ 

Newsletter
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Make room for PLAY



Make room for PLAY



How do 
digital footprints help us 
shape content strategy?

Helping us talk WITH him, 
not AT him.
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